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University Senate Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2026
3:00 – 5:00 P.M.
Via Zoom

Attendance can be found at the bottom of the page.

Call to Order: 3:03 P.M.

· Intro Remarks; Senate President Edward Davis
· Welcomed senators and guests to the first meeting of the 2026-27 academic year.
· Noted that the Senate will serve as an important forum for discussion of difficult issues facing the university, particularly during a year expected to include significant debate and campus engagement.
· Identified the Academic Modification Advisory Committee (AMAC) process as a primary focus of Senate work during the fall term.
· Discussed the recently announced Knight College of Engineering and noted that the Senate will continue to provide opportunities for discussion and shared governance regarding its development.
· Announced the need to elect a new University representative to the Interinstitutional Faculty Senate (IFS). 
· Jesus Ramos-Kittrell, School of Music & Dance
· Timothy Pack, School of Music & Dance
· Additional faculty senators were encouraged to consider candidacy prior to the election to be held at next senate meeting.
AMAC Update
· Reviewed the creation and purpose of the Academic Modification Advisory Committee (AMAC).
· Reflected on prior Senate discussions regarding committee composition and stated that experience during the summer and early fall demonstrated the value of broader representation across schools and colleges.
· Announced a forthcoming motion to modify the AMAC structure to include representation from every school and college.
· Reported that AMAC is currently in the stakeholder consultation phase of the process.
· Encouraged faculty, staff, and students in units under review to engage with department heads, deans, and the committee during the consultation process.
· Reviewed the timeline: 
· Stakeholder consultation continues through October 23.
· Initial public proposal released October 28.
· Public comment period continues through November 25.
· AMAC report released November 30.
· AMAC final presentation to Senate on December 2.
· Presidential response and final plan released December 7.
· Board of Trustees consideration scheduled for December 14-15.
· Emphasized that proposals released in October are preliminary and subject to change based on community feedback.
Knight College of Engineering
· Discussed the recent $1 billion gift from Phil and Penny Knight.
· Noted the potential impact of the gift on university enrollment, academic planning, and long-term finances.
· Requested that the Senate Budget Committee examine potential budgetary and enrollment implications associated with the gift.
· Encouraged senators and campus community members to attend Senate Budget Committee meetings and review publicly available recordings.

ASUO Updates; Jia Pandhoh, Academic Affairs Chair
· Introduced himself and the ASUO student senators. 
· Expressed interest in maintaining a productive relationship with the University Senate. 
· Noted that ASUO intends to provide student feedback regarding university budget reductions and future planning associated with the Knight College of Engineering. 
· Invited senators to connect directly with student leadership.

Approval of the Minutes:

· June 3, 2026

Minutes stand as approved.


UO Pres Remarks: 

University President Karl Scholz:

Campus Safety
· Addressed recent reports of sexual assault on or near campus.
· Reaffirmed the university's commitment to prevention, reporting, support services, and accountability.
· Noted that additional communication regarding campus safety would be shared with the university community.
Budget Planning and AMAC
· Discussed ongoing budget challenges facing the university.
· Expressed appreciation for AMAC's work and reiterated that proposals under consideration remain preliminary.
· Encouraged submission of feedback and alternative ideas through AMAC, university leadership, and the budget feedback process.
· Emphasized that difficult decisions will be necessary while ensuring broad consultation.
Administrative Growth and Budget Reductions
· Addressed questions regarding administrative growth.
· Noted that administration includes many student-facing and support functions such as advising, counseling, libraries, information technology, facilities, and compliance functions.
· Reported that among prior position reductions, 82% were non-faculty positions.
· Stated that administrative areas are also participating in budget reduction efforts.
Strategic Vision
· Reaffirmed the university's commitment to: 
· Strengthening research excellence.
· Increasing attractiveness to prospective students.
· Encouraged campus community members to review and provide feedback on the university's strategic vision document.
· Reiterated the importance of liberal arts teaching and research as foundational to the university's mission.
Knight College of Engineering
· Reviewed plans associated with the Knight gift and future engineering initiatives.
· Noted: 
· Existing bioengineering programs have already completed required governance approvals.
· Future engineering programs will proceed through shared governance processes.
· New facilities and faculty positions are included in long-term planning funded by the gift.
· Development of future undergraduate engineering programs will occur over several years.
· Emphasized that resources supporting new engineering initiatives will not be taken from existing programs.

New Business:

· Intro: US26/27-01: Financial Conflict of Interest in Research policy revisions; Mandy Gettler Brown (Director of Conflict Interest Export Controls)

Brief introduction of policy revisions. Motion will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote. 

· Intro: US26/27-02: Conflict of Interest, Conflict of Commitment, and Outside Activities policy revisions; Mandy Gettler Brown (Director of Conflict Interest Export Controls)

Brief introduction of policy revisions. Motion will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote. 

· Discussion/Vote: US26/27-03: Revision of AMAC Membership & Members Slate; Edward Davis (Senate President, Earth Sciences)

M/S/C - motion approved with 42 yeses, no’s, 0 abstentions to add additional members to AMAC committee.

M/S/C – motion approved with 45 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions on revised membership slate with new members:
· Jessica Cronce, College of Education
· Bryce Newell, School of Journalism & Communication
· Miriam Rigby, UO Libraries
· Michael Tomcal, Lundquist College of Business
· Barbara Mossberg, Clark Honors College

Open Discussion: None
Reports: None
Notice of Motion: None
Other Business: None
Adjournment: 4:59 P.M. 
Attendance: 
Present: Sandy (Senate Secretary), Betina Lynn (Senate Executive Coordinator), Edward Davis (Senate President), Michael Dreiling (Senate Vice President), Alison Gash, Denita Strietelmeier, Kate Celis Mills, Patricia Hersh, Peter Warnek, Shelley Watson, Anita Chari, Megan Kunze, Jesus Ramos-Kittrell, Annie Draeger, Erin McKenna, Cole Stevenson, Julie Hessler, Giovanni Bazan-Espain, Jay Butler, Annie McVay, Paula Ellister, Kory Russel, Elizabeth Peterson, Brayden Higley, Raymond Frey, Jude Hess, Spike Gildea, Jason Brown, Jai Pandhoh, Ben Shirtcliff, Barbara Mossberg, Miriam Rigby, Pedro Garcia-Caro, Tim Pack, Eric Corwin, Calvin Zhang, Ethan Mapes, David Cosottile, Melynda Casement, Quadrian Gill, Jessica Cronce, Mark Fonstad, Toby Cole, Liz Tippett, Yizhao Yang, Michael Tomcal, Nicolas Addington, Hollie Smith, Maram Epstein, Kris Seaman, Becky Crabtree, Bryce Newell. 
Excused:
Absent: 
Guests: Kassy Fisher, Jessica Price, Cindy Bandow, Roxanne O’Neill, Molly Pendley, Kimberly Harper, Jennifer LaBelle, Charlotte Moats-Gallagher, Chantelle Russell, Carol Keese, Patty Smith, Jane Larrington, Jennifer Pfeifer, Megan Austin, Leah Middlebrook, Mandy Gettler-Brown, Raoul Lievanos, Jeff Schroeder, University Provost Chris Long, Deanne Unruh, Andy Karduna, Ron Bramhall, Becky Girvan, Jagdeep Bala, Dane Eckweiler, Laci H., Debbie Sharp, Kody Kelleher, Allison Blade, Nedzer Erilus, Billie Corsetti, Victoria Ehrlich, Angela Chong, Saul Hubbard, University President Karl Scholz, Kersey Bars, Claire Herbert, Dyana Mason (Immediate Past Senate President), Maggie Bosworth, Leah Clayton, United Academics, Keith Frazee, Lynn Nester, MacKenzie Christensen. 
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