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Recommended riparian buffer widths for different ecological functions 
Arrows show range of recommended minimum widths from multiple studies; 

dotted end of line shows narrowest width and arrowhead shows widest. 

Data from Portland’s Metro Technical Report for Goal 5 (2002)

Riparian Buffer Widths



Current	uses	as	Outdoor	Science	Classroom

Systematic	Botany	and	Field	Botany

Field	Biology

Pollination	Ecology

Ecology

Fossils	and	Geology

Field	Biology



At least 3,624 students from a  
wide range of departments use  
the area for academic classes  
each year.

Department Course Number Course Name Max. enrollment 
per year 

Anthropology Anth145 Principles of Archaeology* 200 

Art Art233 Drawing 1* 54 

Biology Bi130 Introduction to Ecology* 200 

Biology Bi131 Intro to Evolution 200 

Biology Bi132 Intro to Animal Behavior* 200 

Biology Bi370 Ecology* 100 

Biology Bi4/572 Systematic Botany* 25 

Biology Bi372 Field Biology* 25 

Biology Bi306 Pollination Ecology* 25 

Biology Bi4/559 Ornithology* 25 

Biology Bi452 Insect Biology* 25 

Biology B4/548 Field Botany* 25 

Biology Bi4/532 Mycology* 25 

Biology Bi307 Forest Biology 25 

Biology Bi374 Conservation Biology* 50 

Biology Bi390 Animal Behavior* 75 

Biology Bi283H Honors Biology III* 40 

Environmental Studies Envs4/577 Natural and Cultural History* 25 

Environmental Studies Envs4/577 Soil Science* 25 

Environmental Studies Envs4/527 Env. and Ecol. Monitoring* 30 

Geography Geog323 Biogeography* 100 

Earth Sciences Geol101 Earth's Dynamic Interior 400 

Earth Sciences Geol201 Earth's Interior Heat & Dynamics 68 

Earth Sciences Geol102 Earth's Surface Environment 400 

Earth Sciences Geol202 Earth Surface & Environ. Geology 44 

Earth Sciences Geol103 Evolving Earth 400 

Earth Sciences Geol203 Evolution of the Earth 80 

Earth Sciences Geol199(FIG)  Fire & Ice: PNW Geology) 20 

Earth Sciences Geol318 Introduction to Field Methods 20 

History Hist4/573 Environmental History* 25 

Landscape Architecture LA326 Plants, Fall* 50 

Landscape Architecture LA328 Plants, Spring* 25 

Landscape Architecture LA337 The Nature of Eugene* 40 

Landscape Architecture LA337 Trees across Oregon 60 

Landscape Architecture LA 390 Urban Farm* 343 

Landscape Architecture LA4/540 Intro to Land Planning* 35 

Landscape Architecture LA4/541 Principles of Applied Ecology* 35 

Landscape Architecture LA Design Studios 1-2 Studios/year* 20 

Library Lib199(FIG) The PNW: Present and Primeval* 20 

Museum of Natural & 

Cultural History 

Ed Davis/Museum Various primary school classes 40 

Sum of affected students, per year: 3624 

 

Uses include: plant ID; sampling & 
monitoring; environmental 
assessment & management 
(vegetation/habitat/topography)
drawing and painting, and gathering 
spaces as outdoor classrooms 



Development	of	
New	Educational	
Opportunities

Drawings	by		Rebecca	Shepard,	LA	439	Design	Studio



Raised Over Meadow Drawing	by		Cilesse Anderson,	LA	439	Design	Studio




