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EDUCATION
Ph.D. in Anthropology (in progress), University of Oregon, USA.                     2019 – 2027 (expected)
Dissertation title:  Frontiers And Floodplains: A Comparative Study of Urban Life In The Inland Niger Delta (Mali) And Northern Yorubaland (Nigeria) in the Atlantic and Colonial Eras.

M.Sc. in Anthropology (Honors), University of Ibadan, Nigeria.		 2016 – 2018
Thesis title : Archaeobotanical study of Late Stone Age environments of Ita Ogbolu Rockshelter, Ondo state, Southwestern Nigeria

B.Sc. Archaeology (Second Class Upper Honors), University of Ibadan.                       	 2010 – 2015
Project title : An ethnomedicinal study of infertility and related issues in Eruwa, Oyo state, Nigeria


PUBLICATIONS
· Olajide, V. O. (2026). New frontiers in Nigerian Archaeobotany: exploring the potential of non-pollen palynomorph analysis. Journal of Archaeological Science, Reports, 73, Article 105871. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2026.105871 
· Olajide, V.O. and Alabi,R.A (2025). Palynological Analysis of Sediments of Ita Ogbolu Rock shelter, Ondo State, Nigeria. Nyame Akuma. Vol 104, pp 41-46.
· Olajide Victoria (2025). Human Agency and theory in West Africa: understanding forest agriculture during the Neolithic. Editorial, The Humanitas Magazine, Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 8–9.
· “On Agricultural Histories, City Formation: Nigerian Scholar Reframes Global Narratives of Early Urbanism.” Nigerian Tribune, June 10, 2025, page 13. https://tribuneonlineng.com/on-agricultural-histories-city-formation-nigerian-scholar-reframes-global-narratives-of-early-urbanism
· Olajide, Victoria O. and Alabi, Raphael (in press). Archaeobotanical Insights into Late Stone Age 
       Environments at Ita Ogbolu Rock Shelter, Ondo State, Southwestern Nigeria. West African  
         Journal of Archaeology. Submitted October 2024


RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
•2025     PI: Reconstructing Agricultural histories of early urban West Africa- Mali and Nigeria
(i)Conducted archival analysis to study how agricultural systems  supported the  growth of early urban centers in West Africa
(ii)Studied ceramic assemblage from Ipole Hilltop, Obbo Aiyegunle, Kwara State ,Nigeria
(iii)To conduct  archaeobotanical remains from the Inland Niger Delta sites of Jenne and Jenne-jeno, Mali.

•2021     PI: Itaakpa Rock Shelter Archaeological Re-excavation Project (postponed)
 Research proposal approved by National Commission for Museums and Monuments, Nigeria. Postponed due to political unrest and kidnappings in the field study area

•2017	Lead Archaeologist, Ita-Ogbolu Rock Shelter Archaeological Project (PI: Prof Raphael Alabi)
(i)Conducted archaeological excavations of units at Ita-Ogbolu rock shelter.
(ii)Analyzed artifacts including archaeobotanical analysis of plant remains.

•2016	Archaeologist, Onigbongbo Archaeological Excavations (PI: Olusegun Opadeji)
•2016	Archaeologist, Ife-Sungbo Archaeological Project (PI, Gerard Chouin)
 (i) Conducted archaeological excavations of Units at University, Ilara Epe, Lagos State
 (ii)Analysed archaeological materials from excavated units

•2016	Ceramic analyst Tivland Farming History Project (PI: Emuobosa Orijemie)
(i)Analyzed pottery materials from Ushongo, Tivland.

•2014	 Student Archaeologist, Orile Owu, Osun State Archaeological Field Project
  (i)Excavation and analysis of archaeological data from Old Olowu’s Palace in Orile Owu. (ii)Ethnography study of indigenous architectural practices in Orile Owu

•2013	Student Archaeologist, Owu - Kuta , Osun State Archaeological Field Project
(i)Conducted  archaeological site survey, Site mapping techniques.
(ii)Ethnography study of oil palm production in Owu- Kuta

•2012	Student archaeologist, Owu-ile Archaeological Field Project

TEACHING  EXPERIENCE
Graduate Teaching Employee – Department of Anthropology, University of Oregon (2019-present)
ANTH 110: Introduction to Traditional Ecological Knowledge
Asynchronous online : Spring 2025
ANTH 145: Principles of Archaeology
Asynchronous online : Winter 2021,Fall 2022, Winter 2026
In-person : Fall 2023, Winter 2024
ANTH 163: Origins of Storytelling
Asynchronous online: Spring 2023, Spring 2025
ANTH 173: Evolution of Human Sexuality  
Hybrid – Asynchronous lectures and in person discussion sections: Winter 2022
ANTH 260: Domestic Animals
Asynchronous online : Fall 2020
In person: Fall 2021, Spring 2024, Fall 2025
ANTH 274: Animals and People
Asynchronous online: Spring 2026
ANTH 330: Hunters and Gatherers 
Asynchronous online : Winter 2023, Winter 2025 
ANTH 341: Food Origins
Asynchronous online :  Fall 2024
ANTH 342: Archaeology of Egypt and the Near East
Asynchronous online: Spring 2021 

Instructor of Record – Department of Anthropology, University of Oregon
ANTH 145: Principles of Archaeology
Asynchronous Online: Summer 2022, Summer 2023
ANTH 114: Pirates and Piracy
Asynchronous Online: Summer 2023


STUDENT MENTORSHIP
· Moses Oluwaseyi, a University of Ibadan Archaeology Undergraduate, is now admitted into University of Toronto PhD Anthropology program for Fall 2022
· Omokolade Omigbule, a University of Ibadan Archaeology Undergraduate, now admitted into University of Virginia PhD Anthropology program for Fall 2022
· Iyunoluwa Poopola, a University of Ibadan Archaeology Undergraduate, now admitted into Penn State University PhD Anthropology program for Fall 2022
· Richard Kehinde, graduated from the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology, University of Ibadan in 2024 and 3rd place recipient of SAFA Student Paper Award which I mentored on how to present and write his paper. Richard is currently in the process of applying to graduate schools in Europe and Canada.
· Omowunmi Odebunmi, graduated with a first Class from the Archaeology Department in University of Ibadan in 2024. Omowunmi is currently in the process of applying to graduate schools in the US and Europe
· Ibereotun Genesis, Final year student in the Archaeology and Anthropology Department, University of Ibadan. 
· Awaal Ayinla Issa, Final year student in the Archaeology and Anthropology Department, University of Ibadan

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS
•	2026         Anthropology Graduate Summer Research Award ($3500)
· 2026         Cheryl Harper Memorial Scholarship ($1400)
· 2026         University of Oregon Women in Graduate Science Graduate Parent Award ($1500)
· 2025-26    General University Scholarship Award ($3000)
•	2025         Charles A. Reed Graduate Fellowship ($2000)
•	2025         AFT-Oregon Shirley Gold Scholarship ( $3000)
•	2025         Anthropology Department Summer Research Fellowship ($7000)
•	2025	    Global Oregon Summer Travel Award ($1000)
•	2025         Virginia Green and Leila Johnston Award ($1000)
•	2025	    University of Oregon Women in Graduate Science Graduate Parent Award ($1500)
•	2024-25    General University Scholarship Award ($3000)
•	2024	    Hannibal Nelsen Scholarship ($750)
•	2024	    Virginia Green and Leila Johnston Endowment Fund ($1000)
•	2024	    Global Oregon Summer Travel Award ($1000)
•	2023-24    Risa Palm Fellowship Endowment Fund ($3200)
•	2023-24    Lillyan A. Barry Scholarship ($3600)
•	2023	    University of Oregon Diversity Equity and Inclusion Doctoral Research Award ($992)
•	2022-23    Harvey E. Lee, General University Scholarship Award, University of Oregon ($3600)
•	2023	    University of Oregon Women in Graduate Science Graduate Parent Award ($1500)
•	2022	    Graduate School Assistance Fund, University of Oregon ($1500)
•	2022	    Community for Minorities in STEM, University of Oregon
•	2022	    Sean Rooks Memorial Scholarship Award, University of Oregon ($3000)
•	2021-22     Harvey E. Lee, General University Award, University of Oregon ($3600)
•	2021-22     Norman Brown Graduate Fellowship ($5000)
•	2021	     Kappy Eaton Legacy Funding, AAUW Eugene Chapter
•	2021	     Cheryl L Harper Memorial Fund ($2000)
•	2021	     Shirley J. Gold Scholarship ($1500)
•	2020-21    General University Scholarship Award, University of Oregon USA ($3000)
•	2019-20    Graduate School Promising Scholar Award, University of Oregon, USA
•	2019-20    The Lokey Graduate Science Award, University of Oregon, USA ($6000)
AWARDS
•	2021	The role of non-pollen palynomorphs in palaeoecological research. Best
		Student Paper Award, 2021 Society of Africanist Archaeologists Biennial Conference.
•	2018	Best graduating Female Student, Department of Archaeology and Anthropology,
		University of Ibadan, Nigeria Class of 2018
•	2015	Best graduating Female Student, Department of Archaeology and Anthropology,
		Class of 2014, University of Ibadan


INVITED LECTURES
· Olajide, Victoria. “Dynamic Urbanism: A Comparative Analysis of City Formation and Agricultural Histories in West Africa.” Invited Lecture, African Studies Lecture Series, Matthew Knight Library,  University of Oregon, November 19, 2024.
· Olajide, Victoria. “Rethinking the Past: Investigating Early Forest Agriculture Dynamics in Southwestern Nigeria.” Invited talk presented at West Africa and the Origins of Humankind: A Deep Time Perspective, Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology, Jena, Germany, December 3–5, 2024.


CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
· 2026        “Revisiting Early Urban Life at Ipole Hill, Obbo-Aiyegunle, Northern Yorubaland,         
                       Nigeria (16th–19th c.).” Rocky Mountain Workshop on African History. Portland Oregon. 
                        September 18-19, 2026
· 2026      Olajide Victoria   “Revisiting Early Urban Life at Ipole Hill, Obbo-Aiyegunle Kwara State, 
               Nigeria (Sixteenth-Nineteenth Centuries A.D)”. 91st Annual Conference of the Society 
               of American Archaeologists Meeting (San Francisco, April 29 - May 3, 2026)
· 2025      Olajide Victoria  “Analyzing Agricultural Histories in Southwestern Nigeria, West 
               Africa: A Geospatial Approach”. May 16-17th 2025 at the Cotsen Institute of  
               Archaeology, University of California, Los Angeles. 
· 2024	  Olajide Victoria “Rethinking the past: investigating early forest agriculture dynamics  
                 In Southwestern Nigeria” presented at West Africa and the Origins of Humankind: A 
                Deep Time Perspective. Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology, Jena, Germany. 
                     December 3rd-December 5th, 2024               
·  2023       Olajide Victoria., “Revisiting early forest agriculture during the Neolithic in West 
                 Africa”. Society of Africanist Archaeologists 26th Biennial Meeting, Houston, Texas,  
                 June 1st- 6th 2023
·   2023      Olajide Victoria., “Human agency and theory in West Africa: an insight into socio-
                  economic practices and early forest agriculture during the Neolithic". 88th Annual 
                  Conference of the Society of American Archaeologists, Portland, OR, March 29th-April 
                  2nd, 2023.
·  2022       Olajide Victoria., “The use of theory in West African Archaebotanical Studies”. 
                 University of Ibadan Archaeology and Anthropology Graduate Students in   Diaspora 
                 Symposium. 
·  2021       Olajide Victoria., “The Role Of Non-Pollen Palynomorphs In Palaeoecological 
                 Research in Nigeria.” 25th Biennial Society of Africanist Archaeology Virtual 
                 Conference. August 21st, 2021. 
· 2021        Olajide Victoria., “Stone to Metal Age transition: Towards an understanding of 
                 complex socio- cultural and technological changes in the first millennium BC of 
                 Southern Nigeria”. 50th Anniversary Conference, Archaeology and Anthropology 
                 Department, University of Ibadan. September 22nd, 2021
· 2021        Olajide Victoria., “The transition from Stone Age to Metal Age: Towards an 
                 understanding of   complex socio-cultural and technological changes in the first 
                 millennium BC of Southern Nigeria (A report)”. Presented at the 2021 64th African 
                 Studies Association Virtual Conference. November 18th, 2021.
· 2019       Olajide Victoria., “The role of non-pollen palynomorphs in paleoecological 
                research”. Presented at 10th Annual International Conference/ Exhibition of the 
                Palynological Association of Nigeria (PAN). Palynology: A Veritable Tool for achieving 
                Sustainable Development Goals. Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba- Akoko, Ondo 
                State, Nigeria. May 5 – 9, 2019.
· 2018       Olajide Victoria., “Archaeobotanical analysis of Late Stone Age environments of Ita 
                      Ogbolu Rock Shelter Ondo State, Southwestern Nigeria”. Presented at the Symposium 
                      “Celebrating 50 Years (1967- 2017) of Doctoral Scholarship of Prof. M. Adebisi 
                       Sowunmi”. Department of Archaeology and Anthropology, University of Ibadan.  June 
                       2, 2018.
· 2017      Olajide Victoria., “Archaeobotanical Analysis of Ita Ogbolu: A Later Stone Age (LSA) 
               rockshelter in the rainforest of Nigeria.”  Presented at the 60th Annual Meeting, African 
                Studies Association, Chicago Illinois. USA. November 17th ,2017.
· 2017       Olajide Victoria., “Is reciprocity a viable means of putting an end to xenophobia in 
                South Africa?” Presented at the Institute of African Studies, University of Ibadan,  
                Nigeria, March   2nd, 2017

              
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
· 2024   Society for American Archaeology Student Diversity Networking Program 2024 Cohort. The SDNP program provides an opportunity to connect with faculty and peer mentors in a supportive environment.
· 2021    Eugene/Springfield Delegate, American Association of University Women, Eugene at the National Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL), May 25-26, 2021.
https://eugenelane-or.aauw.net/2021/06/13/victoria-olajide-2021-nccwsl-report


UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONAL PANELS AND TALKS
2024     Panelist. University of Oregon, Department of Anthropology Graduate Workshop. 
             “Organizing Your Life as a Grad Student: Work/Life Balance”. Wednesday, May 8th, 
             4:00-5:30 p.m. Condon 206.
2024     Panelist, University of Oregon Women in Graduate Sciences 10th annual fundraiser. 
             Saturday, May 11th. Global Scholars Hall.
2022     Panelist. University of Ibadan Archaeology and Anthropology Graduate Students in 
             Diaspora Symposium.
2021     Guest Speaker, The Mentor Series, Department of Archaeology and Anthropology, 
                   University of Ibadan, Nigeria.


SERVICE TO ANTHROPOLOGY DEPARTMENTS
2019-present 	Association of Anthropology Graduate Students, University of Oregon
Co-Director  2025- 2027, 2021-2023      
		Steward  2020- 2021 
2013-2014	Director of Socials, Archaeology and Anthropology Student Association (AASA), University of Ibadan, Nigeria  

SERVICE TO UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
2025-26    	University of Oregon International Student Services, Peer Mentor
2024-2025 	Community for Minorities in STEM, University of Oregon, Vice President         
2023           	University of Oregon Women in Graduate Studies, Recorder                          
2022-24          	University of Oregon Student Advisory Board, Graduate Housing Representative            
2021          	University of Oregon “Ducks Give”, Participant
2021         	University of Oregon BIPOC and International Graduate Student Orientation, Steward
2020          	University of Oregon International Graduate Student Orientation, Steward
2020          	University of Oregon Student Engagement Input Group, Graduate Student Representative


SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION
2026-2027    	Society for Africanist Archaeology, Student Representative on Executive Board
2022            	RR Inskeep Prize Award for Best Student Presentation at Association of South African Professional Archaeologists, Adjudicator/Judge
2021          	American Association of University Women, Award Selection Committee


COMMUNITY SERVICE AND ENGAGMENT
2023   	University of Oregon Sustainable City Year Program: City of Salem, Oregon.  Providing and contributing geospatial analysis and recommendations for city of Salem demographics and neighbourhood walkability and connectivity between pedestrian and road networks.
2020          Food Bank Volunteer, Catholic Community Services, Eugene, Oregon
2020          Volunteer, Project Hope, Eugene, USA

PEER REVIEWS
·   Four chapters of Palynology and Human Ecology of Africa, edited by  Orijemie  Emuobosa and Sylvester   Ogbigba. IGI Publishing

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION
The Register for Professional Archaeologist    2025 till date


MEMBERSHIP
Society for American Archaeology
Society for Africanist Archaeologist
West African Research Association
American Association of University Women, Eugene
Graduate Teaching Fellows Federation, UOregon,USA
Association of Anthropology Graduate Students, UOregon
Palynological Association of Nigeria
West African Archaeological Association
Nigerian Archaeological Association


