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History Department, 1288 University of Oregon

Eugene, OR 97403-1288

Curriculum Vitae

Education
Ph.D. in History, University of Chicago, December, 1996.  Defended dissertation with distinction, Sept., 1996; passed oral examinations with distinction, Oct., 1990.  Dissertation:  “Culture of Shortages:  A Social History of Soviet Trade, 1917-1953.”

M.A. in History, University of Chicago, December, 1989.

B.A., summa cum laude with distinction in History, Yale University, May, 1988.

Academic Position
Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Oregon, 2003-present.  Assistant Professor, 1996-2003.  Acting Assistant Professor, 1995-96.  

Recent Courses 

HIST 215  Food in World History

HIST 347  Soviet Union & Contemporary Russia

HIST 407/507  Seminar:  Russian Revolution

HIST 407/507  Seminar:  Soviet Culture

HIST 407/507  Seminar:  Stalinism

HIST 428/528  Top: 20th c Eastern Europe

HIST 446/546  Top: Non-Russian USSR

HIST 446/546  Top: Russia since 1991

HIST 608 Cold War & Culture

HIST 612 Grad Historical Methods

Books
The Soviet Afro-Asianists:  Friendship, Internationalism, and Creativity, 1950-1991.  Forthcoming with Northern Illinois University Press, an imprint of Cornell University Press.  Forthcoming (expected November 2026). 

A Social History of Soviet Trade:  Trade Policy, Retail Practice, and Consumption, 1917-1953.  Princeton University Press, 2004.  Russian translation, trans. Dmitrii Lupich and Fatima Tautieva, Academic Studies Press, 2022.
Robert O. Paxton and Julie Hessler, Europe in the Twentieth Century.  Fifth Edition.  Cengage, 2010.  French translation:  L’Europe au XXe siècle, trans. Evelyne Werth and Léa Drouet. Tallandier, 2011.  Chinese translation, Cengage, 2018.
Book in progress
Peter Kenez, A History of the Soviet Union from the Beginning to its Legacy (Cambridge University Press).  4th edition, with Julie Hessler as co-author, under contract with Cambridge (deliverable in winter 2026).
Edited collection 

Writing the Stalin Era:  Sheila Fitzpatrick and Soviet Historiography.  Ed. Golfo Alexopoulos, Julie Hessler, and Kiril Tomoff.  Palgrave Macmillan, 2010.  

Articles and chapters (peer reviewed)
“Telling Russian History through Things” (review essay, 6500 words).  Kritika:  Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History, 24, 3 (Summer 2023):  651-67.
“The Soviet Public and the Vietnam War:  Political Mobilization, Public Organizations, and Activism, 1965-1973,” invited chapter for the volume Protest in the Vietnam War Era, ed. Alexander Sedlmaier.  (Palgrave-Macmillan, Palgrave Studies in the History of Social Movements, 2022), 85-111.  
“Soviet Universities and Third World Students in the Brezhnev Period,” in Global Exchanges:  Scholarships and Transnational Circulations in the Modern World, ed. Giles Scott-Smith and Ludovic Tournès (Berghahn Books, 2018), 202-15.
“Sheila Fitzpatrick:  An Interpretive Essay,” Writing the Stalin Era:  Sheila Fitzpatrick and Soviet Historiography.  Ed. Golfo Alexopoulos, Julie Hessler, and Kiril Tomoff (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), 21-36.
“Death of an African Student in Moscow:  Race, Politics, and the Cold War.” Cahiers du monde russe, 47,1 (Jan.- June, 2006):  33-63.

“Postwar Normalisation and its Limits in the USSR:  The Case of Trade,” Europe-Asia Studies 53:3 (May, 2001):  445-71.

“A Postwar Perestroika?  Toward a History of Private Enterprise in the USSR,” Slavic Review 57:3 (Fall, 1998):  516-42.

“Cultured Trade:  The Stalinist Turn Toward Consumerism,” in New Perspectives on Stalinism:  A Reader, ed. Sheila Fitzpatrick (Routledge, 1999), 182-209.
Grants, Fellowships, and Awards 

Endeavour Fellow, UO History Dept.:  2023-24, 2019-20, 2018-19, 2010-11, 2003-4, 2001-2

Provost’s Senior Humanist Fellowship, Oregon Humanities Center, 2021, 2018

Brush Fellow, UO History Department:  2012-13, 2007-8, 2001-2

UO Summer Research Award:  2010, 2003, 1997

International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX) short-term grant:  2000, 1998   

Mellon Fellow, School of Historical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study:  1999-2000  

Research fellow, Oregon Humanities Center, 1998

Research scholar, Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies:  Fall 1997

Social Sciences Research Council dissertation fellowship:  1994-5

Mellon dissertation fellowship:  1993-4

Fulbright-Hays Scholar; IREX Scholar:  1992-3
MacArthur Summer Travel Fellow; University of Chicago Moscow exchange:  1991-2

Mellon Fellow in the Humanities; Century Fellow (University of Chicago):  1988

Elected to Phi Beta Kappa (junior year):  1986

U.S. Presidential Scholar:  1984

