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Artist Resources – Lavinia Fontana (Italian, 1552-1614)

Lavinia Fontana, Portrait of a Pregnant Woman, 
Possibly a Self-Portrait, circa 1592-1604
Private Collection

Lavinia Fontana, Self-portrait at the Clavichord with a Servant, 1577
Accademia Nazionale di San Luca, Rome

Lavinia Fontana of Bologna (1552-1614) was on view at the National Museum of Women in The Arts in 1998, featuring 25 of her 
paintings, engravings, and drawings made in Italy and France. 

The Museo Nacional del Prado installed A Tale of Two Women Painters: Sofonisba Anguissola and Lavinia Fontana in 2019. The 
exhibition was presented at the museum’s bicentenary and brought together 65 works by both pioneering artists. 

Lavinia Fontana: Trailblazer, Rule Breaker was a major exhibition at the 
National Gallery of Ireland, the first monographic exhibition on the artist’s 
work in over two decades. The exhibition followed a major research and 
conservation project spearheaded by the museum. Watch a talk with the 
curator of the exhibition, Dr. Aoife Brady, presented concurrently with the 
National Museum of Women in the Arts, and read an article about the 
exhibition in The Art Newspaper. Select reviews were also published in the 
Burlington Magazine, The Brooklyn Rail, and The Irish Times. 

The Getty acquired two major paintings by Fontana in 2023, which went on 
view at the Getty Center. Watch a talk with Dr. Aoife Brady, curator of Italian 
and Spanish art at the National Gallery of Ireland, about the works. 

“Lavinia Fontana and Lucia Bonasoni Garzoni: Talented 16th Century Women” 
was published by the National Gallery of Art by Katy Hessel in 2023, in honor 
of Women’s History Month. 

”Art in Short: Lavinia Fontana, Renaissance Woman” by Magnolia Molcan at the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco and “Lavinia Fontana, 
the Self-Fashioned Painter” by Ed Simon for Hyperallergic were both published in 2024. 

In 2025, a small museum in France discovered and reattributed a Fontana painting that was wrongly attributed to a male painter. Another 
work was recently discovered at auction and went on display at Strawberry Hill House. 

https://nmwa.org/art/artists/lavinia-fontana/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/436310
https://art.thewalters.org/browse/creator/lavinia-fontana/
https://nmwa.org/exhibitions/lavinia-fontana-of-bologna/
https://nmwa.org/exhibitions/lavinia-fontana-of-bologna/
https://nmwa.org/exhibitions/lavinia-fontana-of-bologna/
https://www.museodelprado.es/en/whats-on/exhibition/a-tale-of-two-women-painters-sofonisba-anguissola/5f6c56c8-e81a-bf38-5f3f-9a2c2f5c60eb
https://www.nationalgallery.ie/art-and-artists/exhibitions/lavinia-fontana-trailblazer-rule-breaker
https://www.nationalgallery.ie/explore-and-learn/conservation-and-research-projects/lavinia-fontana-conservation-and-research
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhVfC8U_i3Q
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2023/04/27/how-lavinia-fontana-went-from-prospect-to-first-professional-woman-artist
https://www.burlington.org.uk/archive/exhibition-review/lavinia-fontana-trailblazer-rule-breaker
https://brooklynrail.org/2023/07/artseen/Lavinia-Fontana-Trailblazer-Rule-Breaker/
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/art/2023/05/20/lavinia-fontana-unmissable-and-dazzling-displays-by-the-first-european-woman-accepted-as-a-professional-painter/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgeDGtF11KY
https://www.nga.gov/stories/articles/lavinia-fontana-and-lucia-bonasoni-garzoni-talented-16th-century-women
https://www.famsf.org/stories/art-in-short-lavinia-fontana-renaissance-woman
https://hyperallergic.com/932245/lavinia-fontana-the-self-fashioned-painter/
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/lavinia-fontana-masterpiece-rediscovered-after-150-years-in-museum-storage-2624379
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2025/01/24/newly-attributed-lavinia-fontana-painting-discovered-auction-on-display-london


Lavinia Fontana (Italian, 1552-1614)
Three Graces, 1603-1604
Oil on slate

Private Collection; L2025:45.5

Lavinia Fontana had the unusual opportunity to study painting with her 
father, Prospero Fontana (1512-1597), who was a prominent member 
of the 16th century School of Bologna. She quickly became a sought-
after portraitist, creating a career as a painter while her husband raised 
their family of eleven children. In 1603, Fontana moved to Rome, 
where she was appointed Portraitist in Ordinary at the Vatican and 
elected as the first woman to the Accademia di San Luca. Three Graces 
is one of her allegorical paintings, featuring the Greek goddesses who 
were said to define beauty. As a woman artist, painting the female 
nude was particularly rare at the time, and Fontana may be the first 
professional female artist to depict the subject in Western Europe.

On view September 10 – December 14, 2025
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