Anthropology (PhD)

The UO Department of Anthropology offers the Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) degree with a concentration in one of three subfields:
Archaeology (https://anthropology.uoregon.edu/research/archaeology-2/),
Biological Anthropology (https://anthropology.uoregon.edu/
biological-anthropology/), or Cultural Anthropology (https://
anthropology.uoregon.edu/cultural-anthropology/). While graduate
students choose one subfield on which to focus their studies, many
follow an interdisciplinary path that bridges between subfields, as
well as to different disciplines. This approach is encouraged in our
department, which is distinctive in its commitment to the integration
of the anthropological subfields via five Areas of Expertise and
Focus. (https://socialsciences.uoregon.edu/anthropology/research/
inter#five-areas:~:text=The%20Department%200f%20Anthropology
%20is%20distinctive%20in%20its%20integration%200f%20the
%?20anthropological%20subfields%20via%20five%20areas%200f
%20expertise%20and%20focus%3A)

Students without a relevant Master’s degree (i.e., a Master’s degree
in Anthropology or a closely related field) are admitted as Conditional
Doctoral Students and first obtain an M.A. or M.S. in Anthropology in
the departmental Master’s program before transitioning into the Ph.D.
program. Students with relevant Master's degrees are admitted as
Doctoral Students directly into the Ph.D. program.

Department of Anthropology seeks after understanding of humans
through the integration of three distinct yet complementary subfields —
archaeology, biological anthropology, and cultural anthropology. We
are dedicated to better understanding human cultural and biological
origins and diversity through education and research. Under this
mission, our graduate program prepares students to obtain a degree in
a timely manner in preparation for an academic career or for a career
as a professional anthropologist doing applied work. Specific learning
outcomes are varied by subfields and courses, but we identify the
following overlapping fundamentals:

Program Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this program, students will be able to:

Gain comprehensive knowledge on intellectual history and theoretical
frameworks in anthropology and related fields.

Be engaged in understanding recent and historical developments in
the world.

Familiarize themselves with, practice, and experiment various
anthropological/archaeological, ethnographic, field, and scientific
methods.

Utilize such learning in identifying their research topics and designing
the ProJet.

Develop concrete skills in professional writing and scholarly
communications.

Through their research, to bring anthropological perspectives to
bear on the problems of current global societies, including ethics in
research, decolonization, power-gender-economic imbalance, and
impending environmental issues.

Accumulate knowledge and prepare themselves for job markets of
their preferred fields.
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Anthropology Major Requirements

Admission to the doctoral program is contingent on the possession of

a valid master’s degree in anthropology from a recognized institution or
on the completion of master’s requirements and a thesis developed in
the department. Those who do not hold master’s degree at time of entry
into the program complete a master’s in passing (M.A. or M.S.) on the
way to the Ph.D. Those who enter with a master’s degree in another
discipline are required to take the 3 anthropology core courses early in
the program.

The UO Department of Anthropology offers the Doctor of

Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree with a concentration in one of three

subfields: Archaeology, Biological Anthropology, or Cultural
Anthropology. Students are required to successfully complete a
professional development seminar, 3 subfield specific core courses,

and subfield specific research methods courses (see Table). In addition,
students are expected to enroll in graduate level courses in anthropology
and other relevant disciplines based on their individual interests, as well
as Individualized Study (IS) Courses (e.g., ANTH 503 Thesis, ANTH 601
Research, ANTH 603 Dissertation, and ANTH 605 Special Problems).

In addition to required coursework, all students are required to
successfully complete the following: comprehensive examinations
covering special fields of concentration in anthropology in relation to
their subfield(s); a demonstration of proficiency in a professional skill,
language, or in professional writing (e.g., publication of a manuscript

or submission of a major research proposal); a formal dissertation
prospectus; and, a doctoral dissertation (see Table). The dissertation
should be based on original research, which ordinarily involves
fieldwork or laboratory work, and should be written in a professional and
publishable style appropriate to the subfield of specialization.

Code Title
Requirements !
ANTH 615
3 Anthropology Core Courses: 15

ANTH 610 Experimental Course: [Topic]

or ANTH 68(Basic Graduate Physical Anthropology

ANTH 681 Archaeology and Anthropology

ANTH 689 Social Theory Il
Additional Required Coursework: 4-20

Credits

Proseminar in Anthropology 4

1 subfield specific research methods course (all students)
3 statistics courses (Biological Anthropology students only)
Additional Requirements (at least one of the following):
professional skill
language proficiency
paper publication
major research proposal
Comprehensive Exams (which vary by subfield)
Dissertation Prospectus
Dissertation and Defense
ANTH 603 Dissertation 18

! Formal requirements of time and credit are secondary, but no
candidate is recommended for the degree until the minimum Division
of Graduate Studies requirements for credits, residence, and study
have been satisfied. For information about general requirements,
see the Division of Graduate Studies section of this catalog. More
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information about programs in anthropology may be obtained from the
department.

Museum of Natural and Cultural History

The Museum of Natural and Cultural History and its research division,
the Oregon State Museum of Anthropology, provide opportunities for
students to gain research experience through field projects and museum
experience through the natural history museum’s public programs.

The rich resources of the state museum’s collections are available to
anthropology students, faculty members, and other qualified researchers.



