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Politeness Orientation Predictogram 

Sort the utterances in the table below into the appropriate category. If you do not know the meaning of a phrase, 
make your best possible prediction. 

Please note that the number of boxes in a given column does not indicate the correct number of answers.  

Hey! How are you? 
(Keeps walking) 

Hey! How are you? 
(Pauses to chat) 

I went to the park with 
some friends this 
weekend. 

My friends and I went to 
the park this weekend. 

Are you sure you can’t 
come? It’s okay if you 
only stay for a few 
minutes. 

I get that you can’t come. 
No problem. 

We should get coffee 
next week! Are you free 
on Tuesday at 4:00? 

We should get coffee 
sometime! 

(Arrives for appointment) 
It’s great to see you, Dr. 
Peterson! How was your 
weekend?  

(Arrives for appointment) 
So sorry to bother, Dr. 
Peterson! It should only 
take a minute. 

(Doesn’t know where a 
building is) Umm… I think 
it’s around there 
somewhere. 

(Doesn’t know where a 
building is) Umm, I’m 
sorry. I don’t know! 

I know how busy things 
get, but do you want to 
get some dinner this 
weekend? If not another 
time is fine! 

Let’s get dinner this 
weekend! Saturday at 7? 

(Has to leave soon) I’m 
heading out. It was so 
great seeing you. What 
are you up to next week? 

(Has to leave soon) Hey, 
man. Bye! I’m running 
late. 

 

Phrases that Privilege Autonomy/Individual Phrases that Privilege Group/Collective Action 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 


