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Interculturality Kinship Handout 
 

1.  Watch the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZzvEw6nLvRw . While you watch, 
take note of any kinship terms you are unfamiliar with and what they mean. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Read the following comment threads about Chinese grandparents and answer the questions 
below. 

• https://www.zhihu.com/question/42606633 
• https://zhidao.baidu.com/question/185423769.html 

Why do the terms for maternal grandparents 
have the character 外 in them? What does 
this reflect about cultural history and family 
composition?  

 

Does the 外 character impact how maternal 
grandparents feel? 

 

Do people use grandparent kinship terms in 
the same way today? How else can you 
address your maternal grandparents? 

 

How do people view traditional grandparent 
kinship terms today? 

 

 


