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How do Francophone speakers use the word “donc” in conversation? 
 

 
If you listen to Francophone speakers you will hear them use “donc” very often in 
conversation. Noticing when and how they use “donc” will help you begin incorporating 
“donc” into your own speaking. But first let’s investigate how and when French speakers 
use this word. 
 
1. Listen to the first 4 minutes of an interview with the French actor, Romain Duris, about 

the film Casse-tête chinois (Chinese Puzzle). Complete the following steps: 
a. Watch the clip once without doing anything; just listen. 

 
b. Watch the clip again and count how many times you hear the word “donc.” 

How many times did you hear it? ______________ 
 

c. Watch the clip one more time, and try to identify when and how Romain Duris 
and the interviewer use the word “donc.” If you can, write down what you hear 
them say just before and just after they use the word “donc.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Based on your observations, discuss with your partner how and when they used 

“donc.” Come up with a few hypotheses about how and when French speakers use the 
word. 

Our hypothesis is that French speakers use “donc”… 
 
1. _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Now that you have a general hypothesis about how “donc” is used in spoken speech, 
let’s use a corpus to examine many more examples of “donc” in use. Follow these 
steps: 

a. Go to: http://lextutor.ca/conc/fr/ 
b. Type in “donc” in the mots clé section 
c. Select “Parlé 150,000” from the drop down menu in Dans le corpus 
d. Hit the Get concordance button 
e. Now you will see a long list of examples of the word “donc.” 
f. Click on the blue highlighted “donc” in each example for a closer look at the 

sentence. 
 
 

4. Pick one of your hypotheses of “donc” usage from #2 and try to find at least 3 
examples of “donc” used in that way from the lextutor.ca corpus list of “donc” 
examples. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Step A: 

 
 
 
Steps B, C & D: 
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Step E: 

 
Step F: 

 


